
@Africa_evidence
#Evidence2018

Dr Mark Johnston
Africa Cabinet Government 

Network
(United Kingdom)



INCREASING THE USE OF EVIDENCE 
IN CABINET DECISION-MAKING

Dr Mark Johnston

Executive Director, Africa Cabinet Government Network

EVIDENCE 2018 Conference, Pretoria, September 2018



ACGN website: www.cabinetgovernment.net

Download paper:

www.cabinetgovernment.net/evidence2018-paper.pdf

http://www.cabinetgovernment.net/
http://www.cabinetgovernment.net/evidence2018-paper.pdf


Cabinet 
Secretaries 
participating so far 
in ACGN



Unique 
research into 
use of 
evidence by 
African 
Cabinets



Building institutional capacity to use evidence



Evidence of 
progress in 
Sierra Leone



Key 
success 
factors

1. Focusing on procedures and institutional 
capacity, not just training

2. Strong commitment and leadership by 
the President and the Cabinet Secretary 

3. Measuring the evidence content of 
Cabinet proposals to motivate, focus and 
track the reforms

4. A standard template for Cabinet 
proposals 

5. Steps to improve coordination between 
Ministries and their capacity to comply

6. International support from practitioners 
and peers

7. Mainstreaming to maximize 
sustainability. 
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