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Figure	2:	SCHEMA	FOR	CAPACITY	BUILDING	FOR	SYSTEMATIC	REVIEWS	IN	UGANDA	AND	EAST	AFRICA	
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Aug 2013 – Sep 2015

51 trained 
• Botswana (3)

• Cameroon (1)

• Ethiopia (1)

• Kenya (4)

• Rwanda (4)

• South Sudan (1)

• Tanzania (4)

• Uganda (33)

Andy Oxman, Aug 2013, Kampala, Uganda

- Facilitated inaugural training
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Figure 1: A Model of Linking Research To Action (Lavis et al, 2006)

NICE, UK
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Efforts: Push or Pull or Exchange or Integrated 

RESEARCH TRANSLATION 

Government departments (>3) 
UNRO; UNCST; UAC 

Non-state actors (>3) 
ACHEST; IPPR; UEA 

Networks (>3) REACH/EvipNet ( African 
Centre ); KNET; AEN; SPEED 

*Schools of Medicine & Public Health 

African Centre for Systematic Reviews & 
Knowledge Translation 

Systematic Reviews; Evidence Briefs; Policy 
dialogues; Priority setting & capacity 

building 

RESEARCH USE 

Universities (>8) Graduate students; 
Faculty researchers; Policy programmes 

Civil society/Media (>3) Journalists 
(USJA); Advocacy groups (NGO Forum, 

HEPS); Consumer groups (UNHCO) 

Government departments (>4) 
OPM, NPA, MoH/HPAC, Cabinet, 
Parliament/Health Committee 

Briefs/Memos; Health policy  

Health care organizations (>10) 
Prevention care & treatment 

RESEARCH PRODUCTION 
Universities (>8) 

Makerere; Mbarara; Gulu; Busitema 
Mukono; Nkozi; Namuwongo; Ishaka 

*Networks for research & capacity building: 
Thrive, MEPI/MESAU 

Research Institutes/Councils (>5) 
UCI; IDI; UVRI; MRC; JCRC 

Think tanks/Private consultants (>2) 
ACHEST; IPPR 

Funding for Production: GoU/Research Instit.; 
Non-state actors  (NIH, BMRC, EU, ANRS) 

Funding for Translation: 
GoU/OPM; Non-state actors  (IDRC, 
DFID, AHPSR, AiGHD, EU, 3ie)  

Funding for Use: Technical 
Working Groups Policy 

dialogues    Research Unit 
Parliament 
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CONCLUSIONS I

Current landscape in Uganda 
•Depicts a research to policy jungle
•Requires further finer mapping and navigation.
•Numerous playersinfluencing the policy process 
including lobbyists who may by pass the use of 
evidence.

Idea of EIDM not trickled down to sub-national levels such 
as health districts.

• Decentralization HRH: specialists
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CONCLUSIONS II

Promising initiativeswith the potential for scale up.
VDepartment of Research Services at the Parliament 
VM & E performance of ministries by OPM

Low hanging fruit: 
VUNRO to activate a vibrant national platform for EIDM
VPlatform for engagement
VEngage graduate students & faculty to interact with 

decision makerswould raise awareness; improve 
understandingand bridge the know-do gap for impact.
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THANK YOU!
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