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Environment sector policy mandate



Sustainable development policy mandate

Section 24 (b) of the Republic of South
Africa 1996 Constitution: “…secure
ecologically sustainable development
and use of natural resources while
promoting justifiable economic and
social development.” Supported by
varioussectorslegislationandpolicies

1998 National Environmental
Management Act: Principle 3 –
Development must be socially,
environmentally & economically
sustainable; Principle 4(a) –sustainable
developmentrequires considerationof all
relevantfactors…biodiversity,ecosystems,
waste,pollution, impacts,peoplesrights…

National Framework for Sustainable Development, endorsed by Cabinet in 2008 :
…enhancinghumanwell-beingand quality of life for all time…resourceuseefficiency
andintergenerationalequity...basisfor a long-term processof integratingsustainability
asa keycomponentof the developmentdiscourse..

National Strategy for Sustainable Development, endorsed by Cabinet in 2011 :
…selectionandimplementationof a developmentoption, whichallowsfor appropriate
and justifiable socialand economicgoalsto be achieved,basedon the meeting of
basicneedsandequity,without compromisingthe naturalsystemon whichit isbased.



Environmental policies includes
Acts of parliament considering associated norms, standards, guidelines and regulations 
includes
Å National Environmental Management Act , 1998

Å National Environmental Management Biodiversity Act, 2004

Å National Environmental Management Protected Areas Act, 2003

Å National Environmental Management Integrated Coastal Management Act, 2008

Å Antartic Treaties Act, 1996

Å National Environmental Management Air Quality Act, 2004

Å National Environmental Management: Waste Act, 2008

Policies, strategies and frameworks includes
Å National Framework for Sustainable Development, 2008

Å National Strategy for Sustainable Development, 2011

Å White Paper on National Climate Change Response, 2011

Å White Paper on Integrated Pollution and Waste Management, 2000

Å White Paper for Sustainable Coastal Development in South Africa, 2000

Å White paper on conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, 1997



Sustainability context, strategic priorities 
and means of implementation



High-level policy alignment for modeling



Environment sector approach towards 

evidence-policy interface 



Environment sector approach to evidence-policy interface
Å Collaborativeworkshopon 19-20November2008: DST,DEA,CSIRandUKDEFRA

Å Environmentsector research,development and evidenceframework approved by MINMECin June 2012: to
promoteevidencebasedpolicymakingandsciencepolicyinterface- Phasedimplementationunderway



Aligning environment sector approach to global change 
research plan

A: Understanding a
changing planet

B: Reducing the human 
footprint

C: Adapting the way we 
live

D: Innovation for Sustainability

1. Observation and
monitoring

2. Dynamicsof the oceans
aroundsouthernAfrica

3. Dynamicsof the complex
internal earth systems

4. Linkingthe land, air and
sea

5. Improving model
predictions at different
scales

1. Waste minimization
methods and
technologies

2. Conservingbiodiversity
andecosystemservices

3. Institutional integration
to manage ecosystems
andecosystem services

4. Doingmorewith less

1. Preparing for rapid
change and extreme
events

2. Planningfor sustainable
urban development in a
SouthAfricancontext

3. Water security for South
Africa

4. Food and fibre security
for SouthAfrica

1. Dynamics of transition at
different scales- mechanisms
of innovationandlearning

2. Resilience andcapability

3. Options for greening the
developmentalstate

4. Technologicalinnovation for
sustainable social ecological
systems.

5. Social learning for
sustainability, adaptation,
innovation and resilience

Environment Sector Plan – “Sustained Agenda” Outcome 10 – “Change Agenda”

1. Air Quality Management
2. Waste and Chemicals Management
3. Pollution Incident Management and 

Response
4. Environmental Impact Management 
5. Conservation and Sustainable Use of 

Biodiversity
6. Marine and Coastal Management 

1. Sub-outcome 1: Ecosystems are sustained and natural resource 
are used efficiently 

2. Sub-outcome 2: An effective climate change mitigation and 
adaptation response 

3. Sub-outcome 3: An environmentally sustainable, low-carbon 
economy resulting from a well-managed just transition 

4. Sub-outcome 4: Enhanced governance systems and capacity
5. Sub-outcome 5: Sustainable human communities



Environment sector approach to evidence-policy interface

Adapted from Defra, 2007 



Typical high-level policy evidence needs

NDP and diagnostic report 10 Year innovation plan and 

global change research plan 

Sector priorities SA Environmental Outlook 

Report

-Develop model that would

enabling South Africa to

optimise returns from its

naturalresources

-Identifying a path to ensure

sustainableeconomicgrowth,

job creation and poverty

alleviation

-By 2030, South Africa’s

transition to an

environmentally sustainable,

climate-changeresilient, low-

carbon economy and just

societywill be well underway

Demonstrate using various

modelling techniques the

linkages between decoupling

and green jobs created through

investments that will ensure

long-term sustainability and

resourcesecurity

Enhancing sectors

contribution towards

sustainable

development and

transition to a green

economy

Assessingthe impacts of green

economy investments in

selected sectors pertaining to

the SouthAfricaneconomy

Develop context specific

interventions (policy,

technological, institutional and

integratedapproaches)

Sustainable

development as a

shared

responsibility-

government, civil

society, industry,

academia and

business

Identifying a policy focus that

will address the underlying

drivers of change, rather than

the impacts caused by

environmental change. Such

policy and programme

interventionscan be structured

to take advantage of recent

developments in science and

technology,and the emergence

of the greeneconomy.



Typical sector commissioning of green 
economy policy evidence needs



Typical sector commissioning of green 
economy policy evidence needs



DEA approach to evidence 
commissioning: examples include 

DEA commissioned DEA as partner          DEA as participant

DEA uses consultative 
processes, research and 

practical cases in 
evidence gathering



ÅDepartmentof EnvironmentalAffairs
ïNationalGreenFund(DBSAimplementingagent)

ÅProgrammes/projectsimplementationwindow

ÅResearch and policy window ~ ZAR 34m

ÅCapacitybuildingandskills

ïEPWPEnvironmentandCulturesector

ïGreenbuildingandtransport

ÅDepartmentof ScienceandTechnology
ÅCouncilfor ScientificandIndustrialResearch(CSIR)**

ÅNationalResearchFoundation(NRF)**

ÅHumanSciencesResearchCouncil(HSRC)**

ÅUNEP
ïSustainabilityInstitute (SI)in Partnershipwith Universityof Stellenbosch(US)

ïUniversityof SouthAfrica(UNISA)

ÅODIVakaYikoConsortium**

Strategic programmes includes (not limited)



Evidence institutional structures includes

ÅInternal Coordinating 

ïMinimum quarterly meetings among DEA and its entities

ÅInter- governmental 

ïMinimum quarterly meetings with concurrent, sectoral and 
bilateral partners

ÅThematic

ïMinimum biannual meetings with specific themes stakeholders : 
Green economy and sustainable development network (e.g. 
February/March, September/October & ongoing)

ÅMulti-stakeholder

ïMinimum annual collaborative seminar with multi-stakeholders in 
the sector  (e.g. biennial Global change conference)



Conclusion
ÅDEAcontinuesto promote partnershipsbetween

researchersandpolicymakersto ensure:

ïImplementationof sector research,developmentand
evidenceframework

ïThat sector policy evidenceneedsare communicated
to researchersandviceversa

ïJoint scopingand joint interpretation thus improving
uptake of research and evidence output in public
policymaking

ïContinuously increased knowledge across sector
themes
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