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Environment sector policy mandate
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Sustainable development policy mandate

Section 24 (b) of the Republic of South

Africa 1996 Constitution: “..secure
ecologically sustainable development
and use of natural resources while
promoting justifiable economic and
social development’ Supported by
varioussectorslegislationandpolicies

1998 National Environmental
Management Act: Principle 3 -
Development  must be socially,
environmentally & economicallyf
sustainable Principle 4(a) — sustainable
developmentrequires considerationof all
relevantfactors...biodiversity,ecosystems)
waste,pollution, impacts,peoplesrights...

National Framework for Sustainable Development, endorsed by Cabinet in 2008 :

...enhancinghumanwell-beingand quality of life for all time...resourceuseefficiency
andintergenerationalequity...basisfor along-term processof integratingsustainabilit

asa keycomponentof the developmentdiscourse.

National Strategy for Sustainable Development, endorsed by Cabinet in 2011 :
...Selectionandimplementationof a developmentoption, which allowsfor appropriate
and justifiable socialand economicgoalsto be achieved,basedon the meeting of
basicneedsand equity, without compromisinghe natural systemon whichit isbased




Environmental policies includes

Acts of parliament considering associated norms, standards, guidelines and regulations
includes

National Environmental Management Act , 1998

NationalEnvironmentaManagement Biodiversitjct, 2004

National Environmentdflanagement Protected Areafsct, 2003

National Environmentdflanagement Integrate€oastal Management A@Q008

Antartic Treaties Act1996

National Environmentadlanagement Air Qualitict, 2004

National Environmental Managememv/aste Act2008
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Policies, strategies and frameworks includes

National Framework for Sustainable Development, 2008

National Strategy for Sustainable Development, 2011

White Paper on National Climate Change Response, 2011

White Paper on Integrated Pollution and Waste Management, 2000
White Paper for Sustainable Coastal Development in South Africa, 2000
White paper on conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, 1997
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Sustainability context, strategic priorities
and means of implementation

- Towards resource efficient, low carbon and
pro-employment economic growth path
- Green public and private investments

- Changingthe attitudes and
behaviour

- Environmental assets and - Building selfsufficient
A natural resources communities

- Stabilisation of GHG
_ Governance and institutional - concentration
structures and mechanisms " Finance - Adapt to and manage

N Monitoring and reporting unavoidable impacts
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High-level policy alighment for modeling

2030 National Development Plan

-Twenty year vision

-Objectives and actions

A Folicy making in a complex environment
+/ Demographictrends

3 Economy and employment

+ Economic infrastructure

+ Environmental sustainability and resilience ({Chapter 5)

-Sustaining South Africa’s ecosystem and using natural rescurces
efficiently

-Building sustainable communities

-Responding effectively to climate change: mitigation and adaptation
-Managing a just transition

-Enhancing governance systems and capacity

) An integrated and inclusive rural economy

+ Positioning South Africa in theregionand theworld
A Transforming human settlement

o Improving education, training and innovation

+ Promoti rng healkthcarefor all

+ Social protection

+ Bui Iding safer communities

+ Bui Iding a capable and developmental state

o Fighting corruption

+ Tra nsforming sodety and uniting the country

2020 New Growth Path

-Ten year framework
-Jobs drivers

+/ Infrastructure

+/ Main economic sectors
“/Seizing the potential of
new economies

\Investing in sodal capital
and public services
‘u'SpatiaIdE'-'EI-:I-pment

-Key sectors

+/ Infrastructure

+f Agriculturalvaluechain

A/ Mining valuechan

</ Green economy

A Manufacturing sectors in
IPAP

+/ Tourism and certain high-
level=ervices

-Five year revolving
strategy & action
plan

-Strategic priorities

¥ Enhancing Systems
for Integrated Planning
and Implementation

¥ Sustamning Our
Ecosystemsand Using
Matural Resources
Efficierthy

v Towards a Green
Economy {includes
Sustainable
Consumption and
Production)

¥ Building Sustainable
Communities

¥ Responding
Effectively to Climate
Change

-
- -

'. - . [ ] .
Decentralised, crosscutting, multi-

stakeholders, sect.nm_l p.nicies and action
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Environment sector approach towards
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Environment sector approach to evidence-policy interface

A Collaborativevorkshopon 19-20 November2008 DSTPEA CSIRind UKDEFRA

A Environmentsector research,developmentand evidence framework approved by MINMECin June 2012 to
promote evidencebasedpolicymakingand sciencepolicyinterface- Phasedmplementationunderway

Level 1
Mational
Strategy

Lewvel 2

Sector
Frame-
wrork

Understanding a Reducing the Adapting the Innovation for

L changing planet ] human footprint \ way we live L Sustainability

Environment Sector Research, Development & Evidence framework:

An approach to enhance sector science-policy interface and evidence-based policy making
[Approved by Envircnment MINMEC in June 2012)
Policy priorities outlined in Mational Development Plan, Medium Term Strategic Framework,
Qutcome 10 (Changed). Environment Sector Plan (Sustained),

Mational Strategy for Sustainable Dewvelopment, South African Environment Cutlook and all Mational
Environmental Management Act related sector policies




Aligning environment sector approach to global change
research plan

1.  Air Quality Management 1. Suboutcome 1:Ecosystems are sustained and natural resourc

2.  Waste and Chemicals Management are used efficiently

3. Pollution Incident Management and 2. Suboutcome 2:An effective climate change mitigation and
Response adaptation response

4. Environmental Impact Management 3. Sub-outcome 3: An environmentally sustainable, low-carbon

5. Conservation and Sustainable Use of economy resulting from a well-managed just transition
Biodiversity 4. Suboutcome 4:Enhanced governance systems and capacity

6. Marine and Coastal Management 5. Suboutcome 5:Sustainable human communities

A: Understanding a B: Reducing the human C: Adapting the way we D: Innovation for Sustainability
changing planet footprint live

1. Observation and 1. Waste minimization 1. Preparing for rapid 1. Dynamics of transition at
monitoring methods and change and extreme different scales- mechanisms
2. Dynamicsof the oceans technologies events of innovationandlearning
aroundsouthernAfrica 2. Conservingbiodiversity 2. Planningfor sustainable 2. Resilience and capability

3. Dynamicsof the complex —andecosystenservices urban development in & 3, Options for greening the
internal earth systems 3. Institutional integration ~ SouthAfricancontext developmentaktate

4. Linkingthe land, air and 10 manage ecosystems 3. Water security for South 4. Technologicalinnovation for
sea andecosystem services Africa sustainable social ecological
5. Improving  model 4. Doingmorewith less 4. Food and fibre security  systems.

predictions at different for SouthAfrica 5.  Social learning for
scales sustainability, adaptation,

innovation and resilience



Environment sector approach to evidence-policy interface

(4a) Longer time frame zllowsevidence from primary
research to complement existing knowledge

(4] Procure Ne'W evidence

(5) Evidence providers
and polioy makers
jointly interpret

{ 2 } Evidence providers
and policy makers

(1)POLICY ISSUES in
ustained and Changed agenda

epuade pafueys pue pauieisng
Ul SNOILdO ADI170d (9]

jointly scope th
] |"f pE e the results to inform
questions g i
policy options
m w -
(3) Assemble existing
evidence

(3a)Shorter time frame means thatsecondary
research andevidence networks willbe more cost-effective

YEARS
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Typical high-level policy evidence needs

NDP and diagnostic report

10 Year innovation plan and

Sector priorities

SA Environmental Outlook

global change research plan Report
-Develop model that would | Demonstrate using various | Enhancing sectors| Assessinghe impacts of green
enabling South Africa to | modelling techniques the | contribution towards| economy investments in

optimise returns from its

naturalresources

-ldentifying a path to ensure
sustainableeconomicgrowth,
job creation and poverty

alleviation

-By 2030 South Af r i

transition to an
environmentally sustainable,
climate-changeresilient, low-
carbon economy and just

societywill be well underway

linkages between decoupling
and green jobs created through
investments that will ensure

sustainable
development and
transition t0 a green

selected sectors pertaining to
the SouthAfricaneconomy

longterm sustainability and| economy
resourcesecurity
Develop context  specific| Sustainable ldentifying a policy focus that

interventions (policy,
technological, institutional and

ptggratedapproaches)

development as a
shared

responsibility-
government, civil
society, industry,
academia and
business

will address the underlying
drivers of change, rather than
the impacts caused by
environmental change Such
policy and programme
interventions can be structured
to take advantage of recent
developments in science and
technology,and the emergenc
of the greeneconomy




Typical sector commissioning of green
economy policy evidence needs

1.  Determining the right balance in terms of adapting to the sustainable use of specific natural resources, which will ensure and secure long run growth.
2. Identifying measures that will encourage producers to adopt low pollution and sustainable production technologies using a minimum of secarce natural
resources
3. Determining the optimal balance between creating employment opportunities while at the same time adopting a more sustainable use of specific natural
resources, which will ensure and secure long run growth.
4.  Assess consumer behaviour (in terms of personal bias, age, gender etc.) towards greener goods and services
5. What sustainability challenges and barriers to change are experienced in terms of eco-endorsement and eco-labelling schemes?
6.  What sustainability challenges and barriers to change are experienced in consumption and production patterns?
7.  Determine consumer and market demand for greener goods and services
8. How to implement and promote specific integrated solutions relevant to the national SCP priorities while contributing to the global process of developing a 10-
year framework of programmes on sustainable consumption and production
9.  What are the underlying challenges, constraints and barriers that must be addressed
10.  What are the implications of green economy transitions
11.  What are the measures that can be put in place that would promote resource efficiency and generally discourage high-consumption lifestyles
12. What are the key elements of an ‘enabling policy environment’, for the green economy. What does government, civil society, industry, academia and business
have to do
13.  What are the key synergies between the different planning instruments and how can be leverage on these tools to ensure effectiveness
14.  What is the optimal, practical and effective governance and cooperation model for Green economic growth in South Africa
15.  How can the environment sector support the adoption/ scale up of green technologies and development of green industries
16.  Development of indicators to measure the green economy transition
17, Development of indicators that can be used as eriteria for evaluating investment in bulk infrastructure contribution to green economy
18.  Assessment of coordination and implementation effectiveness of environment sector science-policy interface approach
19.  Identify best mechanisms that can be applied to improve/ facilitate/ ensure access to environmental information and research outputs for policy making in
accordance with pertinent legislation
20.  What are the data collection and monitoring initiatives that target priority environmental issues to inform green economy policy making
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Typical sector commissioning of green
economy policy evidence needs

21.  Use the ecological' economic/ system dynamics models that evaluate policies, transitions while recognising nature as the basis of life and resources- building
from the green economy modelling report to also cover other sectors

22, How can the environment sector implement/ support the short, medium and long term financial instruments (as defined by the National Treasury) to foster
green economy programmes in the context of sustainable development

23.  Assess optimal designs of policy frameworks and financial instruments to enhance investment to foster green economy programmes in the context of
sustainable development

24.  What are the elements of the “green growth”™ model for sustainable economic, environmental and social progress

25.  Assess the contribution of ecological infrastructure interventions in environmental sustainability and green economy

26.  What are the best institutional models that can support the environment sector contribution

27.  What interventions can be initiated by the environment sector for the potential socio-economic impacts on sectors that could be negatively affected in the
transition, such interventions could include offset programmes

28,  Identify innovative ways and lessons that can be adopted by the environment sector to support localisation of competitive green innovations and technologies

29 How can the environment sector promote and support the decoupling of unsustainable resource use and environmental impacts from economic growth

. How can the sector promote innovative ways that support materials recycling

31.  Tracking the sector green economy investment and associated environmental sustainability impacts

32.  Assessment of funding mechanism for green economy in National, Provincial and Local Government

33.  Assess opportunities for unlocking potential role of public, private sector, cooperatives and community-based initiatives and institutions to support scale up
of environmental sustainability and green economy intervention

34,  Environment sector support to promote novel, innovative cleaner, bio-based, microbicides-based and resource efficient technologies

35. What do we need to do now and over the next 20 years to ensure that we sustainably grow the economy and address unemployment, poverty and
environmental degradation

36.  Determine best practices that will encourage investment in green economy focus areas on a large scale

37.  How can a green economy transition encourage innovation in a way that promotes green infrastructure

38.  Sector analysis of spatial policies sensitivity to dynamics of the South African economy, costs, risks and trade-offs towards green economy

39.  Assess aHernatives to sustainable transport to support resource efficiency and low carbon

40.  Assess key priority programmes adopted by the sector on poverty alleviation, creation of decent and sustainable employment and focusing on the
rehabilitation, conservation of ecosystems and greener cities.

41.  Assess the contribution of sustainable farming to improve livelihoods including wildlife farming

42,  Does South Africa have the capacity or capability to fully maximise the offerings of this sector, to creatively improve quality of life, the national economy and
prospects for environmental sustainability

41,  What supporting skills and capacity programmes, and institutional adjustments are needed to enable the transition to take place




DEA approach to evidence
commissioning. examples include

DEA commissioned DEA as partner DEA as participant
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South Africa
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Programmes in support of transitioning
South Africa to a green economy

A report on the state of the environment

National
Biodiversity
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environmental impacts
from economic growth
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Strategic programmes includes (not limited

A Departmentof EnvironmentalAffairs
I NationalGreenFund(DBSAmMplementingagent)

A Programmesprojectsimplementationwindow
A Research and policy window ~ ZAR 34m
A Capacitybuildingandskills

I EPWHenvironmentand Culturesector
I Greenbuildingandtransport

A Departmentof Scienceand Technology
A Counciffor Scientificand IndustrialResearcl{CSIR)**
A NationalResearchroundation(NRF)**
A HumanSciencefResearclCouncilHSRC)**

IA UNEP

I Sustainabilitynstitute (S)in Partnershipwith Universityof Stellenboscl{US)
I Universityof SouthAfrica(UNISA)

A ODIVakaYik&Consortium**




Evidence institutional structures includes

A Internal Coordinating
I Minimum quarterly meetings among DEA and its entities

A Inter- governmental

I Minimum quarterly meetings with concurrent, sectoral and
bilateral partners

A Thematic

I Minimum biannual meetings with specific themes stakeholder:
Green economy and sustainable development network (e.g.
February/March, September/October & ongoing)

A Multi-stakeholder

I Minimum annual collaborative seminar with mesdtiakeholders in
the sector (e.g. biennial Global change conference)



Conclusion
A DEAcontinuesto promote partnershipsbetween
researchersndpolicymakersto ensure

I Implementationof sector research,developmentand
evidenceframework

I That sector policy evidenceneedsare communicated
to researchersandviceversa

I Joint scopingand joint interpretation thus improving
uptake of research and evidence output In public
I policymaking

I Continuously increased knowledge across sector
themes
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Ms Mapula Tshangela
Senior Policy Advisor:

National Sustainable Development

Policy& researchinterface sustainabledevelopment,green
economyand sustainableconsumption& production

Tel: +2712 399 9259
Cell: +27 84 8686 110
Email:MTshangela@environment.gov.za
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